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home. And I remember how you solved a problem which had been
menacing the new Government since 1868, a problem that had caused
the resignation of many statesmen and cabinets. I refer to your suc-
cess in revising the treaties with the Western Powers before the last
war. No longer can the foreigners exploit Nippon under the so-called
'Consular Court System/ Thanks to you we are almost on a par with
the Westerners. And also thanks to you we have extraterritorial rights
in China under the new treaty,
"Think what progress we have made! Do you remember how in
1885 we could not punish the Chinese sailors for their outrages at
Nagasaki and had to deliver them to their own consulate? And now
we have our former overlord under our heels."
Saionji's comments gradually brought relaxation to Mutsu's face.
"Thank you for your kind words, Marquis. They have, although
perhaps undeserved, lightened my depression. I must admit that in spite
of the burdens of my office, there have been some high lights, such
as our meeting wich Li Hung-chang when Ito and I talked peace
terms,"
Saionji saw that Mutsu was anxious to tell the story. He nodded
encouragingly.
"Li was gifted with a most handsome appearance. He was born to be
a statesman and diplomat* Marquis Saionji, I can see him before me
vividly. He stood over six feet, was well-built, with a long oval face,
high forehead, closely-knitted eyebrows, small but brilliant eyes,
a long pointed aristocratic nose, and wore a well-proportioned, white
beard which added to his dignity*"
Mutsu gently stroked his own beard as he went on: "This Chinese
was not only a man of prepossessing exterior, but also mentally
equipped for the international diplomatic controversy* He was a
veteran in many fields, alert, well-informed, experienced and witty. He
was already over seventy, but had a clear silvery voice and an elegant
manner."
"The physical contrast between him and Ito must have been extreme,
Minister Mutsu,"
"Yes. Our Premier's five-feet-two and his thin bcard-well-Li paid
Ito the greatest tribute by saying he could trust even his country to so
able a statesman, and so on. They knew each other, they had met at
Tientsin, After plenty of flattery, the Chinese statesman began to per-
suade the Premier to alter our peace conditions, I was worried But

